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Pſalm 15. 4. He that ſweareth to his 


F 


and afrerwards gives the anſwer. 
1n the firſt verſe. Lord, who 


own hurt and changeth avt. 


HIS Pſalm contains a Dialogiſm; or di- 
{courſe of the Royal Prophet within him- 
ſelf where he firſt propoſeth a queſtion, 


The queſtion 1s 
ſhall abide in thy Taber- 


nacle? who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill? that is, who 
ſhall be accounted worthy to be a member of thy 
faithfull congregation here, and to be admitted in- 
to thy preſence hereafrer? The anſwer contains 


firſt in 


general the whole Duty of man, he that, , 


walketh uprig htly and worketh righteouſneſs, &c. after- 
wards divers duties in particular; and among the 
reſt, this of conſtancy and faithfulneſs in keeping 
thoſe promiſes which we have confirmed by an Oath. 
And becauſe the greateſt temptation to the breaking 


of Oaths 


proceeds from feare of ſome temporal 


damage, or proſpe& of ſome worldly advantage; 
therefore it is ſaid he that ſweareth to his hurt and 


changeth not, 


We are alſo hereby to underſtand, 


that ſince the Pſalmiſt hath given us this for a di- 


ſtinguiſhing CharaQer of thoſe 


perſons who are to 


enter into the kingdom of heaven, it is implied that 
ſuch as have not this qualification, ſhall not enter 
therein, and conſequently he ſhall be excluded, who 

A 


recedes 


(2) 
recedes from thoſe Oaths which he hath once made, 
though the performance of them proves. never ſo 
much to his diſadvantage. _ 

But "twill beto little purpoſe to preſs and incul. 
cate. the neceflity of performing any duty, unleſs 
in ſome meaſure we may be ſatisfied to what cales 
the duty .doth extend: and this will be more eſpe. 
cially necdful in diſcourſing on our prelent ſubje, 
which doth contain fo great variety of doubts, occa- 
honed by the particular circumſtances of ſome, and 
by the wanton inventions of others, that one can- 
not eaſily comprehend them all, or place them ina 
right order, or reduce them to certain rules. Never» 
theleſs 1 ſhall endeavour to lay down ſuch princi- 
ples, as we ought for 'the moſt part, in the reſolu- 
tion of particular ditficu]tics, to be diretted by. And 
ro that end I ſhall enquire 

1. 1h what caſes an Oath doth oblige, and whe- 
ther it may be taken for a general rule, that he who 
harh {worn to his neighbour, muſt not change. 

2, According to 'whoſe fenle it doth oblige. For 
unleſs that be cleared, it wfll be fometimes diffical 
fora man to know himlelt, more difficult for 'any 
one elſe to know, whether he hath done according 
tohis Oath or no. 

2» And laſtly after hebink confidired * in what 
cafes, and accordingto whoſe ſenſe an Oath is. obli- 
gatory, it will be fit tro ſhew, what ir is to be fo oblig- 
ed, how greatthe obligation of an Oath ts, that we 
may both fee with how much juftice the keeping of 
Oaths 1s required, of all theſe who do expett Gods 


favour, and may alſo be out felves induced to anſwer 
chis 


C3) 
this part atleaſt of the CharaQer of airighteous man, 
He that - /weareth to his burt, or as ſome have it, he 
that /peareth to his neighbour and.changeth not. 

1. Atd firftco underſtand when'an Oath: dorh o- 
ble: wemay obſerve, that all, or at lealt the princi- 
pal caſes are reducibleto 3 heads, toralinuch as they 
concern the matter of the Oath it {elt,, the perſon 
pn or the perſon to whom tis ſworn, 

. There are divers cales relating tg the matter of 
he oath it ſelf, It may be impollible, or unlawful, or 
an obſtacle to a greater good, or purely indifferent, 
or 'a thing concerning which a man doth doubt 
whether it . be lawtull or no. 

1. No oath can oblige to that which 4s impoſlble, 
Andrthereiore it the matter were impollible ar firſt, 
it was indeed a fault to ſweare, but it-.can be no 
fault afterwards not to do that which cannot.be 
done. If the: matter at. firſt were not, but now. /ig 
become impoſſible by the ſwearers fraud.,or negli- 
gence, then it is to be look'd upon as omitted when 
'twas poflible. But if it be fo-now by ſame/unlikely 
and unforeſeen accident ;- as for inſtance; if a man 
promiſe to another the aſe of his houſe which altgr- 

wards happens to be burnt down, no man. will think 
the promiſcr at all blameable in {ach a caſe, al- 
though :the promiſe were never {o elemaly ton- 


firmed by anoath,: 
2. No oarh can oblige to that whieſs is onlaatbalt. 


And therefore if a man hath not {worn-in juſtice, that 7e-. 4 2 


is to ay, if he hath ſworn to any unjuſt or diſhoneſt 
action, he is not obliged to -pertorm . according. 0 
what he- hath ſworn ; neither.can-he-ſo perform it 
asto make it true, A 2 He 


(4) 

He is not obliged to perform according' to what: 
ke hath ſworn. Becauſe no man can by breaking one 
of the Commandments, acquire to himſelt leave, 
much leſs an obligation to break any of the reſt 
The rules of morality are eſtabliſhed by: God for 
ever, and ſome of them- ſo neceſſarily conſequent 
apon his attributes, as not to be changed by him- 
ſelf ; much leſs can they be made of none effett-by 
any contrary' att of ours, Beſides, it were a contra- 
diction for-a man to be bound in duty to do contra- 
ry to-his duty ; that the ſame thing ſhould be com- 
manded and prohibited by the Laws of God at-the 
fame time ; that a man ſhould be obliged under 
penalty of damnation-to'dothat which God under 
the ſame penalty hath already forbidden. If theſe 
things were reconcileable, it would be an eaſy matter 
for any'man to reverſe all the Commandments, and 0- 
blige himſeltro live in a continual breach of them, {e- 
ing he could by once ſwearing make himſelf to have 
what Laws he pleaſed, or to have no Laws at all, 
either: about oaths or any other matter, Therefore 
2 man 1s not-obliged to- perform- according to > ſuch 
an oath, 

Neither can he ſo-perform it as to make it true. 
For i is falſe- as ſoon as it is taken. Ir is juſt as if he 
Had ſworr to that: whictr is-impoſſible. 1d qui/que 
poteſt facere quod poteft jure facere: That: which a 
man cannot lawfully” do, he-cannot do: He can:on- 
ly add one fin to another, and increaſe: his guilt by 
-chus endeavouring torake'it off. As did Herod i kn \be- 
Yogi F ne the Baptiſt. 


 "And-trom hence we'may know how to''make's 
Sn right 
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right-judgment”of divers, caſes wherein particular 
virtues are concerned; ' caſes, wherein an oath 
would otherwiſe engage men'to.do atts-contrary'to 
Biety, or Jultice, or Charity,.-or Hamanity, or the 
likez: for example: . | 

Piety requires us not only in general to keep the 
Commandments of God; but more eſpecially to. ob- 
ſerve and attend his immediate worſhip., No oath 
therefore: can oblige a man, not to worlhip God, / or 
not to. worſhip him in a' due manner, or-not to 
worſhip him at fit times, or to pay that worſhip 
or that honour to. any other which is due Wy, to 
kim, 

Juſtice requires that we. do. not invade the rights 
and privileges. of other men.  .And.therefore.; ...'_ 

It a ſuperior hath power of commanding; our 
ſervice in any matter, we may-not, without: his con- 
ſent: engage: our: ſelves/in- another that is jinconfi- 
ſtent ;.or, it-we do, tis ſtill ro-he underſtood- with 
this proviſo; as long as he gives us leave; The pow- 
er-of a King cannot, be limited by any-oath of his ſub- 
jeft, or of a; Father by.that of his, Child, or. of-a Ma- 
fter by-that 'of his Servant, 'Thus'jn -the”30*, of 
Numbers, the vow: of -a woman being in her Fathers 
bouſe in ber youth, is of no. effect if ber Father diſallow 
her ; and the vow of a. wife is, of no forceif er husband 
difallow her';, becauſe- itwere abſurd to-think that 
they by {wearing or vowing could limit their ſape- 
Tiors power, or give away that which was nat at their 
own «iſpolall; - -If therefore any Superior, by. Statute 
hath reſerved to himſelf, or: by his Prerogative .may 
_ or: time! aut of mind. Pat had,'the diſpoſal at 


3 any / 
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any” place or office by'verttie' of 'his own power; 
then noinferiors 6ath can be of ſufficient force and 
validity: to- prcjudice' thar power,” -But. it there-ne- 
ver Were" ary ſuch'power', or if that: power, were 
given away, or if that Superior harh"60nſented t6 
Statutes, and in them to oaths whereby nien-have 
{worn to "certain things - which - are: limirations of 
the Yaid' poweri' then the matter of rhe0ath=being 
jeſt and)chiriteble ,ndentouraged by alawtull Au; 
thority,” there beihg befides the' inferiors' oath the 
ſuperiors own a#, there is perhaps ſcarce any pre- 
tenee Wpon which ſuch an oarh'can-be-actobaced i iN- 
vane, or ſuppoſed to imply any farther limitation;'/c: 

/'Andas an'itiferior cannot limit his ſuperiors pbw- 
cr by ſweating; ſo neither-can a ſuperior thit of his 
inferior,norany man the? rights of any'man, becauſe it 
15 ill eontraty ro jiftice; ro ICT YG 

"(E6r''the ſame reaſon of juſtice no-one: gan 1nva- 
lidate/an oarh by ſwearing quite” contrary'to what 
he ſwore before , or to what he- barely promilſcd ; 
for a promiſe is'a ransferring of right from our ſelves 
ro him who xeecives the promife 5 w#:cantot there- 
fore diſpoſe 6therwiſe of a-rhing * that-is'(o'transfer- 
red, or load-it with other conditions\then at firft 
were \made'; for in ſo doing we endeavour to give 
way! that which is:none of ofr 6wn.' 

Alſo oaths contrary 'to'Charity-or' Mercy 'or Hu- 
manity are void; as if a man ſhould fweare not to 
give any thing to his Children, not to alter his Will, 
not''to give Alms to the poor; never to tend'mony, 
neverto/become ſurety for any man; and afterwards 


teaſonable and. pious 'motives to do fach ——_ 
ofter 
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ofter themſelyes, it wPOR be many. times. an.uncha- | 
ritable, an anmercifull ,. an. inhumane pradtice ro 
keep ſach kind of oaths. | 

And thus are we to determine. in other caſes of 
the like nature; taking it always for granted, that no 
oath can oblige any perſon ro commit a-fin, or pri- 
vilege him . trom keeping the Commandments of 
God : according, ro, that old rule; Juramentum 20 
poteſs., eſge ruinglum iniguttarls... 

A 37. caſe-taken from the matter of the oath, is, 
when-it hinders a-greater good. . And here we are 
frit ofall to.preſume, , that a, man, was nor. by virtye 
of any. precept obliged 40 that good, for then this 
' would be the ſame cale with that, which went imme- 
diately before: and in the next place we may at- 
firm, that a man ought not to'recede from. his oath 
for the: ſzke of doing 2 | greatex- good; tor. example ; 
if any fwear to; wnorher: that he willgive. him freely 

a ſumm of mony, he,myit not afterwazds beſtow 
has on the poor, upop pretence. of-doing a greater 
good : becauſe.as was laid. beigre, a.promile js. a 
transferring of right ;, and though, to give alms be a 
yirtuous . ation}, - yet, We [are RUE allowed to take 
them out of other: mens goods. : 

But whatif in the 4th place, the matter be Prey 
indifferent ? There can be here no occaſion, af. (ith- 
_—— the matter;be g}io.of no,pament,. "And 
the. is unddubted!y guilty of great irreverence to- 
-wards God, thaswill cite his name.to;Aa rifle, Buc 
-yet-2f any man be. ih ſuch-wnbappy circumllagces, if 
he hath taken an unlawfull oath, ro do an indutie- 
rent, -but not an unlayjull chivg;. be; is obliged to 
Per-- 


8. 
perform according to whar he hath ſworn; & though 
the Schoolemen think not, becauſe the matter it ſelt 
1s but ſmall ; yet whena man hath bound himſelf by 
an oath, it becomes 'a-great matter; and/{o niuch the 
grearer-crime iris todo contrary to ſach an oath, by 
how much the eafter-it was to have made it good, 

5, If the matter of the oath be ſuch, as caufeth a 
man to doubt whether it be lawful” or no, in that 
caſe, ſay lome, -juramentum waleat quantum 'valere 
poteſt: For the reverence due to an oath, he ought, 
it he cannot | be otherwife well convinced, rather 
ro perform; according to that maxime, in dubizs pars 
tutior. As'if, firſt ro ſwear to, and afterwards to do 
an unlawfull thing, were not asgreata crime, as ſim- 
ply to break an oath. A doubtfull conſcience is 
unfit for a&ion; and the beſt advice at ſuch a time is, 
that a man ſhould uſe due diligence to informe and 
ſatisfy himſelf, ſeeing God doth not require a duty of 
any man, which he hath not provided methods for 
him to underſtand, And fo much for the caſes 
which concern the matter of the oath. 

2, There are-others relating to the pecſon that 
ſweares, And here whenſoever we ſhall deter- 
mine that an oath doth not bind, twill be for 
want of the perſons rightly underſtanding that he 
made one, '' © + 

If any one therefore ſwears, that knows not what 
an oath is, or is not doli capax, either by reaſon of 
his years, or becauſe he is a naturall fool, or mad- 
man, 'we cannot then ſuppoſe that he'is obliged to 
'rules:* ©- 

If a man be diſturbed with anger, or EP 
wit 
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with drink, we are then to conſider, whether it were 
in fo high a degree, as to take away the uſe of his 
reaſon; which if it plainly appear, either from the 
temper of the man, or from the groſs abſurdity of 
the matter, then he is not bound ; but otherwiſe, 
namely,it the perſon underſtood what he was about, 
and the matter be tolerably juſt and equall, it is 
hard to allow his caſe to have been fo bad, as that he 
ſhall not be afterwards obliged to perform. 

And much after this way ſhould we anſwer in 
the caſe of fear, or any other paſſion. For it is a 
principle of very ill conſequence to hold, that oaths 
and promiſes are of no force which are extorted by 
tear, though it be limited, as Civilians will have it, to 
tear that may fall in conftantemwvirum. For, ſuppole a 
man juſtly condemned to dye, ſhould ofter money to 
ſave his life, and ſwear to the payment of it; fhall 
not he be afterwards obliged, becauſe of his fear? 
what would become of the oath of allegiance and 
ſome Telts, if all men might be excuſed from keep- 
ing them, who were induced to take them tor fear 
of looſing offices and places of truſt, money, or cre- 
dir, or in ſome places life it ſelf? Perhaps it will be 
ſaid,that this ought to be underſtood of a fear unjult- 
ly cauſed. But who ſhall be judge of that? Beſides, 
mjuſtice in the impoſer will not excuſe perfidiouſneſs 
in the taker, The paſſion is neither greater nor leſs 
for being unjuſtly cauſed. And no man of. a con- 
ſtant mind, will ſufter any force,whether juſt or unjuſt, 
to prevail ſo far '\upon him, as to induce him to 
{wear to that, which he either cannot or will: not per- 


form. - And therefore if a man,to ſave his life, ſwears, 
| | B even 
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exes. to theeves.and robbers, to do. any thing that 
is not otherwiſe unlawtull, his tear is no ſufticienc 
plea to recede irom fach an oath, becauſe it was 
not fo great, as to deprive him. of the uſe of his 
reaſon, or to: hinder him. from making a prudent 
choice, 

And tor the fame reaſons it is not lawtull, becauſe 
anoath is unjuſtly impoſed, to ufe equivocations or 
mental reſervations, which are as bad as downright 
falſchoods, as wilk appear anon, 

L ſhall ſay no more at-preſenc, of any other cates 
relating to the: perfon: that fwears, becauſe the doubts 
which may ariſe from his erring, about the ſubſtance, 
or the cauſes, or the contequences of his promiſlory 
oath, are more fitto be placed under the 2f, general 
head of this diſcourſe, when we come to fhew in 
what ſenſe an.oath ought to. be taken. 

3 A third fort ofcaſes are taken from the perſon 
to whom the oath. is made. Perhaps he is an Ido- 
lates, an Heretick.,, 2 Rebel,” a profeſſed Enemy, a 
Perjured perſon, or ſuch bke. And theſe circum- 
itances we need not: confider apant, bur \may give a 
general rule once for all, that: none of them can be 
a {ufficient excuſe for any man. to. break his oath. be- 
cauſe by the Law ot Nations, oaths ought to. be in- 
violable; and therefore every one, how: falſe ſoever 
he is, or may have been himſelf; yer ſb long: as he is 
partaker of human nature, retains a right: to be 
taithfully deale withall by: other men. Ovherwite, 
indeed, there could be no ſach; thing as a Iaw: of 
Nations:;| thene could not' be any: fecure dealing, 
either in time of Warr Peace, between fo-many. Na- 
tions 
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tions and people of different inclinations and. Reli- 
gions, And it it ſhould once happen, that their 
quarrels brake out into a War, it would be impofli- 
ble ever to make articles of agreement. It is not 
therefore enough tor ns to ſay, that a perfidious per- 
fon deferves no better uſage then himſelf will afford 
to others ; unleſs we can alſo ſhew, that we have a 
right to inflit ſuch a puniſhment upon him. And 
ſuch right we can never obtain, by reaſon of his 
breaking his faith, with others, with our ſelves, or 
with God. Not becauſe he hath broken his faith 
with others, unleſs it will follow alſo, that we may 
robor ſteal trom, or commit any other treſpaſs upon 
any man that hath ever done the like toothers. Nor 
becauſe he hath broken his faith with us. Tis true 
indeed, that if the promiſe be made to him under 
a condition, and that condition be not performed, 
the promiflory oath can no longer oblige, becauſe 
no oath obligeth to more then it implies. Other his 

rfidiouſneſs cannot afford us any ſuch privilege; 
both, becauſe it is not lawtfull to puniſh one fin by 
the commiſſion of another, and alſo, becauſe we 
have renounced all exceptions taken from his former 
faults, by ſwearing to him, and making a contraft 
with him. And, if it be ſufficient to allege, that he 
hath broken his taith with God, we may by the ſame 
reaſon pretend to a liberty of breaking our faith with 
any man, that hath ever broken his Baptiſmal vow, 
Concerning the oath of Joſuz andthe Princes of [ſr ae! 
to the Gibeonites, it is very well known, that they 
held themſelves with the greateſt exa&nels beund to 
keepir, though it was obtained from them by _ 
B 2 that 
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that God himſelt ſhewcd he approved the keeping of 
itin 7oſua, by an eminent vifory, and revenged the 
breaking of it upon Saul by 3 years Famine, and the 
death of ſevenot his Sons. And yet thele Gibeonttes 
were Heathens, Idolaters, worſhippers of Devils, 
perſons, whom God had given the //raelites leave 
utterly todeſtroy. For I call that leave, and not a 
commandof God todeltroy the ſeven Nations, Deut. 
20.17. and M', Selden in his book de jure naturali & 
gentium juxta dofirinam Hebreorum, ſays, the antient 
Rabbins did ſo expound it. Or, ifa command, it was 
not abſolute, but conditional. Which ſeems to be 
intimated in Ze/. 11,19 and 20, Where it is ſaid; 
There was not a City that made peace with the Children 
of Iſrael, ſave the Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon ; 
all other they took, in battle. For it was of the Lord to 
harden their hearts, that they ſhould come againſt [ſrael 
in battle, that he might defiroy them utterly, and that 
they might have no favour, but that he might deſtroy 
them, as the Lord commanded Moſes. By which it 
{cems, that there had been no neceflity of deſtroy- 
ing the reſt of thoſe Nations, -had they offered them- 
ſelves voluntarily to become Tributaries and Ser- 
vants, and had not their hearts been hardened to 
come againſt [/rael in battle'> Moreover, it Goas 
command had beenabſolute, we muſt either ſuppole 
ſome private Revelation to recall it, which is un- 
likely, ſeing it is not that, but the oath that is in 
_ expreſs terms infiſted upon ; orelſe the oath of Fo- 
ſua and the Prances of the Congregation had been un- 
lawfull as tothe matter of it, becauſe contrary to the 


expreſs precept of God, and therefore ought not 
ro 
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fo have been kept, by whatſoever means they had * 
been induced to take it. Whence it would follow, 
that Zoſua in ſparing them had. been guilty of a grei- 
vous crime ; and that the deſtruftion of the Gibeonites 
by Saul had been a commendable ation, which yer 
God Almighty was ſo dilpleaſed with, as to puniſh 
it after the manner already ſpoken ; and that we 
may be aſſured it was for that, and no other cauſe, 
he ſaith expreſsly, 2. Sam. 21.1. It is-for Saul and 
for his. bloudy houſe, becaufe he flew the.Gibeonites, Now 
the Gibeonites (as it follows, in the next verſe) were 
not of the Children of Iſrael, but of the remnant of the 
Amorites ,- and the Children of Iſrael had ſworn- unto 
them. It is: not any converſion of the Gibeonites to 
the Jewiſh Religion, or any revocation of Gods com: 
mand, if ſuch there were, but the oath only, that is 
here, and. in other places mentioned, as the ground 
of the obligation which the Children of Iſrael lay un- 
der to.ſpare them. Whereby rhe Scripture ſheweth 
us, that oaths and promiſes, to what people or Nation 
ſoever they be made, ought inviolably to be kepr. 

. And ſo. much may ſuffice for':caſes of the third 
kind; which-are taken from the perſon to whom the 
oath is made. 

Hicherto nothing ſeems to hinder, but that we may 
take. it for. a general rule, that he who hath ſworn to 
his neighbour-muſt, not.'change-; for in the firſt» rank 
of caſes, where the matter was unlawtull or impol- 
fible, the oath was irrecoverably falſe; and in the 
ſecond rank, where the perſon-was not 1n a condi- 
tion to underſtand what he was about; no oath - can 
properly be ſaid to have been taken ar all, 
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In all other cafesan oath doth oblige; it obligeth 
(1 ſay) to as much as it implies ; but that we may 
know, how much - that is, let as confider in the 
24, place 
2. In what ſenſe an oath ought co be taken. In 


order whereunto we cannot ufc a better rale,then the |, 


! 67. 4: 3nrient Civr/ians give us for the interpretation of 


de regu- every doubttull ſpeech. 1Anoties idem fermo duas ſen- 


is quris 


 tentias exprimit, ea potifhmum excipiatur, que ei ge- 
rende aptior eff. That ſenſe is to. be taken which is 
molt ſujtable to the bufineſs men are about. ' And 
this rule, as in all other dealings and contratts, fo 
eſpecially wherethere is the intervention of an oath, 
we ought religioul]y. to obfervez that neither our 
neighbours may be impoſed upon, nor the. Holy 
Name of God abnſed, to malitious and decentull, or 
to vain and inſtgmificant purpoſes. And fince an 
oati was defigned, as we find it Heb. 6.16. To 
end controverſies, and to: make men confide in. one 


another, it ought to be interprered in ſuch a ſenſe ' 


as is molt likely to anſwer that end, 

For which reaſon we may not preciſely, with- 
out limitation, accept the ſenſe of the ſwearer, or 
of the Impoſer, or chat which the words of the oath 
will bear. 

I, Not of the {wearer ; becauſe he may equivo- 
cate, or ule mental reſerves ; he may (as the Zeſuites 
commonly allow) ſay the words of the oath, and not 
intend to ſwear, or intend to ſwear, and not intend to 
be obliged; which kind of excuſes, ſeing they quite 
pervert the end of any. oath, are never to be per- 
mitted, But let us ſpeak Tomthing 'of them ſeve- 
rally. I, No 
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r, No man can fave himfelf harmleſs by equivo- 
cation; that is tofay, by {wearing to what he knows 
to be falſe, in the fenſe of him ro whom he ſwearerh, 
but true in a private concealed fenſe of his own. For, 
as in the cale of lying, it is not miſconceiving the 
matter our ſelves, bur fpeaking contrary to our 
knowledg in order to decetve others that makes the 
fault; ſoir's in the cafe of perjury, We ſpeak not 
toour felves when- we (wear, but to others, for the 
ſatisfa&ion of whom the oath is made. And there- 
fore if there be any ſuch thing as perjury , that man 
is guilty of it, who fwears to that, which he knows 
or thinks to be falſe, inthe fenſe wherein he would 
havethe impoſer ro underſtand him. 

2. And the fame reaſon will condemn mental re- 
ſervations ; when a” man keeps ſomething in his 
mind , which added to a ſaying, otherwiſe falfe, 
and conſidered together with it makes a true fpeech, 
only we- may add, that rhis kind of prattiſe, if we 
may be allowed ro make a difference, ſeems more 
deftruttive of fociety, and more oppofite to” the 
end of an oath, then equimocation; hecanfe equivo- 
cation may be Rindred, where due care and diligence 
is uſed: that there be no- ambiguity of words; but 
| mental reſervations can never be prevented, For 
example; a man ſwears he uſed no equivocation, or 
ment al' reſervation; or ſecret evaſion, meaning, he 
vſeth none that he is willing ro make known. Theſe 
things, if they would: ſerve to excuſe a man, were 
enotighto banifht all 'oaths and promifes from, humane 
Society, and ro- bring it rothat paſs, that no man 
towldÞbetruſtedeverrche' more becauſe of rhem. 
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There are ſome who-can be.contented to admit-of 
ſwearing to Statures with luch re/erves as theſe ; ;/o far 
as. they are agreeable. 10. the, Laws -of God and of theiland, 
ſaving all oaths by me formerly taken, and ſuch like, 
Bur. it this be underſtogd of ſecret ,re/erpations, it 
will give way to, all manner of fraud, What oath 
can then. be-roo--hard for men of this perſuafion to 
ſwallow.? A man.may {wear-to the Alcoran, fo far 
as it is agreeable ro the word: of God, andthe Laws 
of theland; or take. a quite. contrary oath-to mor- 
row to what. he hath ſworn to day. - And although 
it be true; that. no, oath .can bind us any, farther, 
thenthe rules. of juſtice and honeſty will allow us to 
g0; yet it will not.; follow from hence, that a man 
may ſwear to what he thinks unjuſt, uſing tor a pri- 
vate Salvo, fo far. as.it is agreeable to the rules of 
juſtice. . For he that. takes an oath, doth thereby 
own the performance oof 'it, ſo far as he knows, 
to be. tawfull, and agreable ro thoſe rules, which 
he is otherwiſe bound to obſerve and keep. 

Nevertheleſs, where ſome particular reſervations 
are publickly known: and granted, by them- that do 
require, as well as by them that do take the oath, 
it is as lawfull to uſe them, as if they were ex- 
presſly ſet down in the words. of the oath ir 
ſelf. 

3. What if a man ſwears, and.doth not. intend 
to ſwear? We muſt acknowledge, that there 1s 
ſomething of intention always required to an oath. 
Wherefore he cannot be ſaid: to; have-, {woxn;,who 
only reads. over-the words, to acquaint himſelf or 


another perſon with it, or he that in ſwearing per- 
ſonats 


ſonates another man, or he! that kmowerh' not what 
an oath: means, or he that hath brought himlelf co 
ſuch -an ill habit of ſwearing, that he cannot tell 
whether he ſwears or no, But when a man ſpeaks 
the: words of an oath, to the intent-that he may 
be thought to ſwear, by the perſon to whom the. 
oath was to be direfted, whatever elſe his inten- 
tions were, he hath undoubtedly ſworn; becauſe 
he hath invoked the: Holy Name of God,/ to:procure 
himſelf to be beleived. 

4. It would be likewiſe a frivolous excuſe, for 
any one to fay, be intended 10 ſweare, but did not 
intend to be obliged.. .Sucha-pretence.isgrounded on 
this argument ; that no oath can oblige beyond the 
intention of him that ſwears, and by conſequence, 
he that ſwears having no intention to'be obliged, 
cannot be bound”to any thing at all; .- Bat in anſwer 
to this, 1fhall ſhew hereafcer,, how far; in the inter- 
pretation of an oath, we are to regard the intention 
of him that ſwears: for the preſent- it may ſuffice 
to ſay, that if a man intends to ſwear, the oath in 
its own nature includes an obligation, whether he 
intends to be obliged or no. And ſuch as this, or 
elſe the very ſame with it, is their opinion who will 
have a man to be free-from the obligation of his 
oath, if at the time of taking it he did 'not interrd'to0 
keep it. Which is in plain terms as much as to ſay, 
that a man is not perjured, or is not unfaithfall, be. 
cauſe he is: for what is perjury, or what is unfaith- 
fulneſs, if- that be not, for a man to ſwear to do a 
thing, and at the fame time intend to do quite con- 


trary ? what can be more abſurd then-to ſuppote, 
| - 
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chird fin of Hypocriſy ?' But as we may not, with- 
out. limitation, accept the ſenſe -of the ſwearer, 1o 
neither 4h 

2, Are we 'always' to interpret an oath according 
ro the ſenſe of the -Impoſer. It being unreaſonable 
co give him ſo great a power over another mans con- 
{cience, as to, oblige him, eſpecially when the oath 
is deceittully 'worded, toa ſenſe very different|from, 
it not direttly oppofite to, what he promiſed before 
God todo,and apprehended tobe the Impolers mean- 
ing; an eminent inſtant whereot there was, in the 
Solemn League: and Covenant. 'If therefore, bona fide, 
he that takes the oath, thinks it. means -one thing, 
and hethar requires it, means another; the {wearer is 
not obliged to go beyond his own meaning; becauſe 
noact.can bind a: man that'is not 'voluntary, :and-a 
mans will cannot reach. to an unknown objett. 

But the caſe is otherwiſe, when the error is ex- 
trinſecalt to the ſubſtance of the oath; yea, though 
it give cauſe to: the oath it ſelf, which, unleſs» that 
error, had'intervened,. would never have been made. 
Nor will it ſuffice tor a man to ſay, if he had known 
this or that he would not have ſworn : for he-thould 
have conſidered that before, and exprefied it as. a 
condition: which: if-he -negle& ro. do, he: is bound 
ro as much- as his oath; contains: thus the oath-of 
Foſua held good, though the error, that the Gibeo- 
nites came from a: far Country, gave cauſe to that 
oath, ,which ratified a -League-,' that; would hardly 
elſe have granted'toa people which was ſo numerous, 
and poſleſsed ſo conſiderable a part of the Comme. 
Sol | l 


 that;both thoſe-ſins' may be! taken oft; |by adding a | 
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- Tfamanerreth about the conſequences of his pro- 
miflory oath, ſuch as we have not already taken 
notice-of; are twofold, either hurtfull' to himſelf, -or 
to the perſon to whom he hath ſworn. | 
The hurt of the {wearer is not ſufficient to deprive 
another man of that right , 'which'' the promiſſory 
oath; hath conferred upon him 5''#hd' though- the 
damage may poſlibly be ſo gredt; that the other 
ought in equity to releaſe him, (too rigorous exad- 
ing of juſtice, being ſometimes no better-then an in- 
jury.) yet it is not fit that he whois/adebter to! ano- 
ther man, ſhould, upon  pretence of ſome private 
inconveniences, have power to releaſe himſelf. 

But it the a& be manifeſtly hurtfull ro- the perſon 
for whoſe ſake the oath was taken, (manifeſtly, 1 
ſay, to exclude certain poſlible or probable harms, 
ſuch as temptations tofin, which every thing in the 
world may at ſometimes afford) then an oath is in- 
valid; not becaule of the {wearers error, but by rea- 
ſon ofthe other mans power of relinquiſhing or com- 
muting that which is his own, which if he either 
wanted opportunity, or were not otherwiſe in a 
condition-expreſsly to do, it is to be preſumed that 
the oath did art firſt imply an exception to all ſuch 
accidents ; it being contrary to all equity, that a 
man who owes another a good turn, under pre- 
tence of exadtineſs in keeping his promiſe, ſhould 
have liberty to. do him harm; which would be in 
truth a kind of perfidiouſneſs, however it might 
ſeem to be a performance of that which was pro- 
_ miſed. » th de 
But here perhaps it will be asked, ſeing 1t is- ac- 
C 2 knowledged, 
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knowledged, -that'if a man doth not rightly under- 
ſtand the impoſers. weaning, as to the contents of 
the oath, he-is\ not bourid ; what if a man who is 
made a member. of a certain Society or Corporation, 
{wears' duly -to obſerve all the Laws and Cuſtoms 
thereof, or uprightly. to diſcharge ſome particular 
office therein; when-perhaps he doth not know. all 
the' Statates belonging to luch a Corporation, or all 
the duties incumbent upon ſuch an office? I fay, 
upon-this' occaſion two. queſtions may be asked. 
I. Whether every one that hath thus ſworn is gml- 

of a raſhoath, as having {worn ro more then: he 
knows? 2, Whether an oath taken in words ſo 
comprechenfive, doth oblige to the performance of 
every Statute ? To reſolve which queſtions we are to 
confider, what is either already expreſly declared to 
be, or may otherwife jnſtly be preſumed to be the 
A of the Legi/lator., and apply that to both 
OT TREM, 


As to the firlt of theſe ; doubtleſs the intention 
of the Legi/iztor was not, that every one ſhould 
know; what thoſe Statutes were before-hand, it be- 
ing-acither' likely that they ſhould be known, nor 
yet expedient that they ſhould be communicated 
to every perſon; therefore the obligation was never 
ihtended, to:lye upon any man farther, then thoſe 
Laws and. Caſtoms with common diligence thoald 
come to his knowledge. It is farther obſervable. 
that he who finds-any of them afterwards greivous 
to be born, may by relinquiſhing his privilege: be- 
come-froe from! his vbligativn, i So thar here is'no 


ſnare 
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ſnare laid for any mans Conſcience; 'tis in every 
mans powet toſave himſelf from the guilt of perjury 
if he will; - conſequently this cannot upon the ac- 
count of a mans not knowing Statutes before hand, 
be reputed a raſh oath. Again though it be ſaid, 
that a-mans will cannot reach to an unknown obje&, 
yet it ſometimes is ſufficient if it be known in gene- 
rall, though his underſtanding doth not reach to all 
the ſeveral parts of it. Thus when a man ſwears to 
obey another in licitzs & gone/tzs, it is not requiſite, 
that he ſhould know particularly every thing that 
will be commanded; fo long as his oath contains 
a limitation, whereby he is ſecure from- doing that 
which is unſeemly or unlawtull, 

In order to give anſwer to the 24. query, how far 
ſuch an oath doth extend ? we may be aſſured that: 
the principal intentionotf every Legi/lator is, to pre- 
ſerve his Corporation that he makes Laws for. Thoſe 
Statutes therefore of which we are in our Conſciences 
perſaaded, that they are of ſogreat moment, as that 
the Conſtitution, Peace, Welfare, Honour and Se- 
curity of the Society to which we have ſworn, do 
depend upon them; we are certainly obliged unto 
by virtue of our oath; as alſo to thoſe particular 
Laws to which we have ſworn by name, and which 
we are laid in expreſs terms by virtue of our oath to 
be bound to obſerve. Bur as for other ordinances 
which are of ſavaller concern, it is ſufficient, where 
we keepnot them, it we be content, without oppol- 
ing of Authority, to undergoe the penalty annexed ; 
which is ſometimes full as beneficial to the Society, 
as:a puntual + obſervance of Statutes; which is the 
Tis C 3 declared. 
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declared ſenſe of divers Legi/lators, particularly of 
ours of this place; and which 1s among moſt perſons 


7oft Sta- Very well known. 


Again whereas tis poſlible, that among a great 
number of Statutes one may be found to contradi& 
another, every one that hath ſworn. to oblerve the 
faid Statutes, cannot for that reaſon be-faid to be 
ouilty of perjury, as having ſworn to both parts of 
a contradiftion ; becauſe the latter Statute, if made 
by. equal Authority, - doth, invalidate the former, ſo 
that no mans any longer obliged to obſerve the for- 
mer Statute, or any other that is, either expreſly, 
or by conſequence, either by writing, or by a long 
prevailing cuſtom made null. 

And this explication will appear to be more rea- 
{onable, it we confider 

3”, That we are not always to follow that ſenſe 
which the words of the oath will bear. And this 1s 
eaſily deducible from what hath been already ſpoken; 
namely ,:that the end ofan oath ought cheiflly to be 
confidered in its interpretation ; ſo that the words 
are no otherwiſe to be obſerved, then as they are 
ſubſervient to the principall defign, according to 
which a man is obliged to perform, although the 
words according to Grammatical conſtruftion doe 
not imply ſo much- as was intended, or although 
they may be taken in different ſenſes. In vain 
therefore did thoſe men think: to avoid 'breach of 
faith, who having made a truce for ſeveral days fell 
upon their enemies-quarters after Sun ſet, pretend- 
ing thatthe nights were not included, and the» Ro- 
man Legate, who; having promiſed: Antiochus halt 


the 
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the ſhips divided every ſhip in half;and fo made them 
all uſeleſs for a'Sea fight; and the Counciloft Conſtance, 
that burnt Huſs after promiſe of ſafe condu&, unleſs 


they havea better excuſe, then we read of in Mola- aolenus 


nus, namely, that it was promiſed he ſhould come /afe 
thither, but not that he ſhould go ſafe hom again. 


To conclude then what hath been ſaid upon the «2p. 3. 


ſecond general head. So far as the ſwearer appre - 
hends the meaning of him that impoſeth, or of him 
that requireth the oath and ſupplies the place of the 
impoſer, or of him for whoſe ſake the oath is made; 
(tor the caſe is alike. in all) an oath binds. So that 
partly the ſenſe of the {wearer may. be ſaid to be 
followed,” in as much as tis required, that he ſhould 
rightly underſtand the matter ; partly that of the 
impoler, in as much as it is\not any conſtrudtion 
mult ſerve, thatthe'ſwearer can put upon it, but that 
which he was in his conſcience perſwaded to be 
agreeable to the impoſers meaning. But not ar 
all the fignification of che words, unleſs it be as 
they do effe&ually explain the'intention of the one. 
to the other. 

By what hath been faid, we may be direfed in 
thereſolation of ſuch difficulties as ordinarily do oc- 
cur upon' this ſubje&, without being inquiſitive at- 
ter every little nicety, without medling with every 
ſhift or evaſion' that hath been invented by ſome 
men, who feeme to have made it their buſineſs to 
entangle their duty, and render it unintelligible. 
And we find. Prov. 20, 25. that it is a Snareto a 
man to devour that which is Holy, and after vows to 


make enquiry : to bring upon himſelf thoſe _— 
an 
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of performing according to them, to ſeek ways how 
to be diſpenſed with, , or how ro come off. After 
vows tomake enquiry. Solomon \eems to account it 2 


fault, after a man hath taken an oathor vowed avow, 
ſo much as to enquire whether he ought to keep'ir. 


or no. For though it ſufficiently appears from what 
hath been already ſpoken, chat in ſome circumſtan- 
ces a man may have a very juſt cauſe, to conſult and 
to adviſe both with himfelf and others, about the 
performance of his oath ; yet over much forward- 
neſs in that kind, doth generally betoken too great 
an inclination to cavill at, to retra&, and go oft from 
what one hath done. When 2 man is in good earneſt 
reſolved to be honeſt, it is poſfible indeed that he 
may, but he ſeldom1doth need much enquiry to find 
the way- Fidelity is very plain and eaſy, and the 
knowledge of it ſufficiently planted in every mans 
nature, A faithfull man hath a /ure and fraight 
path towalk in, needs not turn zo the right hand, or 
. to the left, it is not his buſineſs to. do, and undoe, 
to ſay and unſay, to equivocate, and to falfify ; he 


n= is not forced, as Solomon calleth it, to pervert his 


ways, to turn and wind himſelf every way for fear 
of being diſcovered. He doth hardly ftand in need 
of any thing elſe in this matter, that hath an honeſt 
mind and a good conſcience to dire& him. And 
theretore I ſhall infiſt nolonger upon eaſes, but pro- 
ceed to ſhewin the | 

3. and laſt place how great the obligation of an 
oathis. An oath is a ſolemn invocation of God to 
witneſs what we fay, by his favour and: mercy to us, 


and "venerable obligations, and afterwards, inſtead. 
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if it be true, of by his: vengeance” upon-us; if it be 
falſe., So:that every one whomakes: not good what 
he bath ſworn, doth- denounce; a curſe:againſt him- 
{clt, ether/in general, or 1n ſame particular CONcern, 
For the carſe is; not. always general, but may be li- 
mited, For example; when men ſwear by Crea- 
tures, {as. was the cuſtome among the ancients, to 
{wear-by thoſe eſpecially that were; moſt near and 
dear tothem) then they defire of Gad, according as 
they ſpeak true or falſe, a fignal fayour or an exem- 
plary puniſhment in choſe Creatures. But even this 
(wearingis by God ; it is he that is called upon, as a 
taichtull witneſs of, and a juſt judge berween truth 
and fallehood, a defender and maintainer of the 
one, an avenger and punither of the other. Whence 
that is abundantly verified which our Saviour faith 
Mat. 23.21 and 22. Whoſo ſhall ſwear by the Tem- 
ple, ſmeareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein ; 
and he that ſhall ſwear by Heaven, ſweareth by the 
Throne of God, and by him that fitteth thereon. For 
infuch oaths a man deſireth of God, as a puniſhment 
if he {weareth falſely, that-God will not hear himin 
his Zemple, - or that he will not hereafter bring him 
to, orin the mean time ſend down bleflings upon 
him from Heaven. . And from that clauſe of ours, /0 
help me God and by the contents of this Book, we may 
lee what great care we ought to take; to perform ac- 
cording to what we have ſworn, becauſe otherwiſe 
we renounce that upon which alone we can depend 
tor Salvation,. we ſhut our ſelves out from that com- 
mon intereſt which.God Almighty doth allow us in 
his mercy and fayour, of which the Goſpel is the fole 
Conveyance. D Again, 
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- - Again,” whereas an oath duly and confiderately 
raken ,/ implies -a pious acknowledgment of Gods 
cheit Attributes and prerogatives, his omnipreſence; 
omniſcience, -' omnipotence, juſtice and: veracity ; 
and conſequently'is'a part of Religious worſhip, and 
as ſuch enjoyned by God Deut. 6. 13. Thou ſhalt fear 
the Lord thy God, and ſerve him, and ſhalt ſwear by 
his Name-; the not performing according thereunto, 
argues a 'diſowning_the' forementioned 'Attributes,; 
and is the greateſt profanation of Gods worſhip. 

It is an high advantage and privilege which God 
vouchſafeth to-us, jin that he gives us leaye upon 
urgent and weighty cauſes to make uſe of his glorious 
Name,asa ſeal toconfirme the truth of what we aflert, 
If therefore we take it up to avouch a falſehood, 
we are exceedingly ungratefull, we falſify that 
Seal, we profane that dreadfull Name, we apply 
that which is moſt ſacred to the: worſt of ules. 

If we hope after ſo great a' crime to eſcape un- 
puniſhed, we do in effett aſcribe that to God which 
is the Charafter of the Devil, that he is the Patron 
and encourager of' lyes; whereby we make our 
ſelves, as the Scholemen rightly obſerve, guilty of 
a- worſe fault then theirs was who Crucified our Sa- 
viour. Bonds and impriſonment, and death it elf 
are all to be preferred before fin ; they have often 
been inflicted upon good men; they have not feldom 
been made choice of by them to avoid fin ; he there- 
fore that endeavours to bring God to ſhare with him 
in'his fin, puts himto a greater /hame, offers a more 
hainous affront. and indignity to Chrift, then it he 
ſpit in his face, or put him to any bodily pain. : 

IE! This 
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- This fin contains ſomething» in'"ir peculiar "which 
makes repentance more difficalr to be'pradtiſed, par- 
don morehardly to be obtained, then in moſt; others. 
For with what face can a man- invoke that Mercy 
which he hath:expreſsly renounced ? 'how juſtis' it, 
that he who hath thus diſclaimed Gods favour, ſhould 
be forſaken when he ſtands moſt in' need of it ? that 
he'who hath: thus: abuſed the Holy Name of Gad, 
ſhould not be heard when he calleth uponithat Name? 


although it be- otherwiſe, as S/omon telleth us} 4 mor.rs, 


ſtrong Tower, the righteous runneth unto it, and is © 
afe a0 501 <2 to v4 

- For thefeand/therlike cauſes; 'an oath hath gene- 
rally been looked upon as a ſufficient affarance and 
confirmation of the truth of any. matter ; and men 
have ſometimes been tried by their own oaths, whe- 
cher they have been. guilty of capital crimes or no: 
as if it were beleived; that he who had committed 
the moſt hainous offenſes otherwiſe, would yet hard- 
ly venture upon that, though it were to ſave his lite ; 
could not poflibly incurr it, without rifing to an high- 
er pitch * wickedneſs then he was at; before, 

I ſhall not at large deſcribe all the ſeveral inferi- 
or fins whichare included in the breach of a promiſſo- 
ry oath ;- but ſhall only in breif take notice, that if 
truth requires us to be fincere in our promiſes, and 
afterwards carefull to perform that which we have 

romiſed ; if a faileur in either of theſe parts be 
rome becauſe it is a falſehood, becauſe it is 
contrary to the ends of ſpeech, becauſe it is a de- 
ceiving of our neighbour and a breach of truſt, be- 
cauſe it is an infringement of juſtice to reſume that 
D 2 right 
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right which we had before transferred, becauſe it is a 
violation of friendſhip, and an abfolnte contradiftion 
rothat: golden rale;of Zoing tb.0tbers as we would they 
ſoould do ty vig (every man being aprto complain 
that he is hardly \deale withall, - whenfoever any: by 
ſuch artifices hath circumvented him;) and lattty, 

x Faith, thats, fidelity in ourpats and promiſes 
be, as our Savionr-telts us Hat.. 23. 23\/:0ne of the 
moſt weig bty-matters ofthe Divine Law: what then 
will our conditton be, when to all thele obligations, 
we have added the higheſt chat can be laid upon us, 
ſo that by breaking them we not only deſerve, but 
in expreſs terms invoke. the vengeance-ot God, 
wedo as tf, were:engage God in honour, to vindicate 
his Name and his-attributes from the abufes and 
contempts that wehaye put upon them, 

- He that thus ferioufly confiders what an oath 1s, 
cannot ſurely beleive that any man. ts above the ob. 
ligation of it, So that that is an unſufterable maxime 
ſaid to be uſed in the Court of Rome; non efse Regum 
aut Magi/tratwum,  fedmercatorum ſtare puramentis. It 
1s not a-thing confined, either to.one: fort of 'men, 
of tomankind only, but reachevh even torthe Angels, 


Dn.12-aS. We find in the Holy Scriptures; yea witty reve- 
Rev. ro. Tence be it ſpoken_) God himſelf is bound by his 


6, 


promiſe ; and if to-any promiſe of his, an oath be 
ſuperadded, (which inhim is an appeal co: ſome 'one 
of his: Attributes, bar implies no- execration) the 


Heb. 6. Apoſilerells us they are two immutable things. 


. -Andasno mancan be too great for ſuch an obh- 
gation himſelf > fo! neither - can any man diſpenſe 
with it in. others. Wherefore we' imay juſtly com 
TRA demn 


demn a corrupt. ceſtom uſed: in ſome” Countries, of 
ſuperiors diſpen/zng with their ſabje&s oaths. Which 
if ever it: can be done.,, muſt be-in cafe of right by 
ſuch oaths either given to them, or unjuſtly taken 
from them or others. - And thefe- cannot properly 
be called diſpenfations;. at leaſt nor ſach as do de- 
note any peculiar power in them; for if any. thing 
by ſuch oaths:is given to them, :who doubrs bur that 
they may recede from their own right, which any 
man elfe hath liberty todo? and ſach oaths as would 
rake any thing unjuſtly from them or any others, 
would be void without a diſpenſation. Neither yet 
can it be denied, but that in other caſes, fo often as 
they are doubtfult, men wonld do well ro betake 
themſelves to their own Clergy, or elſe to Doors of 
the Law for advice and dire&ion, But to ſuppoſe ſuch 
perſons able to difpenſe with Perjury, or to make 
void anoath, otherwiſe valid, in which their own 
right was [not concerned; 1s to give them leave to 
diſpenſe with and diſpoſe of other mens rights, 
and: to make void the. Laws of God, as in. other 
reſpe&s, ſo particularly about | that ſacred - bond, 
which - no cauſe . (ſaving fuch limitations as we 
have already taken notice of) can juſtify che viola- 
tion; of. | | 
Though there have been ſome. (who are fo well 
known that I need not name them) that have held 
it lawfall for the ſake of Religion to break an oath ; 
that is to fay, to uphold Religzon by taking away 
the main ſupport, and by hindring the whole bene- 
fit of ir; todiſhonour God, to rob him of his At- 
tributes, to profane his- Holy Nawe, to break his 
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Commandments, 'to' renounce Salvation; and all 
this for the ſake of Religion. 

But whatever others may ſay in ſome circumſtan- 
ces is lawfull: to. be done for their Religion, Þ hope 
none of us do ſuppoſe ſuch a praftice allowable for 
the ſake of our own; which is in a very bad caſe, if 
that be the beſt expedient we can find:to ſupporr it. 
We muſt not do evill, and if not any, then cerrainly 
not ſo.great an evill, that good may come. © God/ſtands 
not in need of our good, much leſs of our evil a&tions. 
Truth, as it doth not need, 1ſo neither will it admit 
the afliftance of falſhood'to keep it. up. It it did, 
-1t would acquire only areproach and difeſteem! to it 
ſelf: for men do diſparage any' cauſe which by 
ſuch methods they endeavour to mantain, And 'ris 
-utterly impoſlible that ever the true Religion ſhould 
allow of ſuch practiſes as overturn. the toundations of 
all Religion, 

Wherefore we are all of us obliged for the honour 
of our God, and of our Religion, for our own fake, 
and for the hope that we have of everlaſting Salvation, 
when we have taken an oath to bind our Souls with a 
bond, -not to break our word, but to do according to 
all that proceedeth out of our mouth; when we have 
vowed a vow unto the Lord not to negled to pay it; for 
the Lord our God will ſurely require it of us. 
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